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With reference to Figure 18 (below), the majority of young people accessing Innov8’s services 
were from White British backgrounds (n=5116 or 94%). Just 2% (n=125) preferred not to 
disclose their ethnicity. The remaining 6% of young people (n=201) were reported as being 
from a variety of other ethnic backgrounds. The proportion of people from an ethnic group is 
5.9% in Hastings and 4.7% in Rother (Race for Health, 2011). Although this figure is lower 
than the national (13%) and regional (8.7%) averages, there are some areas within these local 
authorities that the figure is higher, with the BME communities concentrated in some of the 
most deprived wards. Hastings and Rother Health Profile data suggest that in Hastings there 
are more people from BME communities in routine and manual employment. People in these 
types of occupations are likely to be in poorer health and are more likely to smoke than those 
in professional occupations. Efforts therefore need to be made to ensure that young people 
from BME communities, who may go on to work in these sectors of work, have equal 
opportunity of access to health services and concentrated efforts should be made to ensure 
differing needs around health status of these groups are met. Hastings and Rother PCT 
already work in tackling inequalities in relation to health outcomes within the BME community, 
for example through partnership working with organisations such as Hastings Voluntary 
Action, LINKS (a service for asylum seekers refugees and newly arrived communities from 
Europe) and Hastings Intercultural Organisation. Pulse Innov8 have an opportunity to increase 
their work with BME communities and to help to improve health outcomes within a population 
group which so far, have not routinely accessed Innov8’s services. 
 
Figure 18. Ethnic background profile for young people using the Pulse Innov8 service (2009-2011) 
 

 
 
In terms of employment status, 67.5% of young people accessing Pulse Innov8’s services 
were in education. This perhaps undermine with meeting the needs of one of Pulse Innov8’s 
main target groups i.e. those who are N.E.E.T. However, this high figure can be explained by 
the campaign which took place at Hastings College fresher’s fair, which attracted large 
numbers of young people and which subsequently represent the high proportion of overall 
numbers. The second largest category was unemployed young people (n=986 or 18%), with 
over 10% (n=570) of data missing for this category, and the remaining 4% of young people 
being in employment of some kind (Figure 19). 
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